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The Swedish Work Environment Authority

Inspection department

Region Middle Region EastRegion North Region West Region South 

Planned supervision Event driven supervision
• Inspection work in 

projects and 
campaigns where we 
aim towards 
prevention and 
special work 
environment 
problems or specific 
sectors.

• Severe accidents/Near 
accidents.

• Police requests (accidents)
• Safety representatives 

suspension of work.  
• Safety representatives 

request for action on 
working conditions. 

• Tips from the general 
public regarding  asbestos 
and risk from falling. 

≈300 inspectors



Initiation of supervision
Occupational accidents and serious incidents



The most affected branches - four branches sticks out:

- Building and civil engineering work
- Agricultural and forestry
- Manufacturing industry 
- Transport operations 

Source: Annual report, the Swedish Work Environment Authority 2023

Type of accidents
- Loss of control 
- Fall from higher level
- Crushed
- Unloading/loading
- Falling objects
- Slippery, cluttered work surface

S t a t i s t i c s



The “Gate keeper” 
Selection and distribution of accidents/incidents

The Event driven 
supervision Unit

ISH

• ISH inspectors makes assesments of each notification
- strive for uniformity in selection of events to be inspected
- coordination of notifications/inspections

Request additional information if needed before deciding on action

Options

• Options:
- Reviewed without action
- Incorrect notification
- The report requires action

• Fatal accidents: An e-mail sends to the Region asap

Critera
to be inspecter

• Criteria for distribution of cases to the Region for further action:
- In the event of fatal and severe personal injuries            - When several people are seriously injured
- In case of suspicion of crime                                           - When a minor has been affected
- An accident where the risk was not previously known     - Case of serious incidents
- Employers not inspected before                                       - If there is a police report on the incident
m

Mandatory and nonmandatory inspections, the decisionmakers decides



The conduct of inspection 
accidents and serious incidents

- How could the  

accident happen???

Why?

Safety barriers

The triad – roles inspection
-Decision maker
-Legal officer 
-Inspector



Fines, penalties and sanction fees



Quality in inspections, sharing knowledge and learning

• New at work - 6 month payd inspector schooling (Tuben)

• Work environment violations at the Police authority, 2-days

• MTO, 3-days course

• Individual competence plan, chemical hazards, work with animals etc

• Guidelines and routines, Procedures for inspection

• Audits – inspector compliance and quality

• Teamwork, sharing of cases

• Within the department for inspection there are five areas of competence; 
The design of the workplace, Human factors, Technology, Occupational hygiene and SAM, Equality and accessibility.

• Learning about each other - meetings at different levels in the organisation

• Dpt of Rules, collaboration

• Digital strategy, from analog till digital



Challenges
& success factors

 Collaboration …
- within the authority
- with the police/prosecutor
- with other authorities government and municipal
- with other countries work environment authorities

 Continous competence development …
- The authority for working environment knowledge
- individual level & group level & management level
- recruitments brings new knowledge 

 Quality assuring authority processes …
- legality, uniform exercise of public authority
- good management culture, official documents
- efficiency and service 
- clear professional roles

 Work related illnesses ex… 
- stress related illness
- ergonomic injuries
- hand-arm vibration syndrome
- medical doctor´s notification

 Learn from accidents



Thank you for listening!

Read more about us at 
www.av.se

No work should lead to sickness, injury or deathContact: Anette Hjelte, 010-7309281, anette.hjelte@av.se


