
Ergonomic work environment in Denmark

Nordic Labour Inspection Conference 2024

Janne Thomsen and Mette Jacobsen



2

The Danish Working Environment Authority (WEA) 
Denmark and Greenland

Approx. 800 employees in total

Of these 350 inspectors

Employees with many different skills



What is the task? 
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• Inspection 

• Communication 

• Regulation and working 

environment development
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4 Inspector groups in each center. 

The inspection effort

Inspectorgr. 2:

Industry

Agriculture

Restaurant/Bars

Inspectorgr. 1:

Construction

Social dumping

Inspectorgr. 3:

Social /health

Shops

Inspectorgr. 4: 

Education

Transport



• Basic Inspections (risk-based)

• Full spectrum Inspections (at construction sites)

• Detailed Inspections

• Complaints

• Accidents

• Control visits

• Social dumping Inspections
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Inspections of enterprises



• Immediate improvement notice (Strakspåbud)

• Improvement notice with time limit (Påbud)

• Notice of violation (Påtale)

• Agreement process (Aftaleforløb)  
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WEA Responses
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Ergonomic Highways



Assessement of ergonomics
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Assessment of lifting 
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Assessment of carrying
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The distance from the spine
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Assessment of other factors when lifting and carrying

The other factors are divided into four main groups: 

• The nature of the load

• The physical effort

• The nature of the place of work

• Other working conditions
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Assessment and Responses
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Training of new inspectors
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Lifting and carrying at construction sites (industries)
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Technical equipment and good solutions

Technical equipment: 

www.bygergo.dk

Planning and organising of work:

www.bfa-ba.dk

Arbejdstilsynet (WEA):

www.at.dk
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http://www.bygergo.dk/
http://www.bfa-ba.dk/
http://www.at.dk/
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